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THE Reader will pleaſe de al jerde, the 
Preacher meant in the Title is the Aſſiſtant, who 
according ta avowed Rules, is the firſt or prin— 
cipal among them, ulile Mr. Vile pleaſes to 
continue him lis Repreſentati a, which is gene- 


rally for a year ar more at a lime. 
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FOR LEAVING THE 


METHODIST SOCIETY. 


S I R, 
INTEND by. this Letter to notify my depar- 


ture from the Methodiſt Conncction, of which, 


4 


for a great number of years, I have been, -ad 
mis moment am, a member; no doubt, ray reaſons 
for this conduct may be required. I ſhall give them 


in plainneſs and fincerity. 
P . 


Fiksr. Becaufe I think the Methodiſt Police is 
{ubverfive of Chriſtian Liberty, and has a tendency 
to baniſh the very idea of Civil Liberty, according 

10 its preſent conſtitution, which differs materially 
from the General Rules of that Society, and the 
plain account of the people called Methodifis, writ- 
ten in the year 1748, as I think will fally appear 


from what follows. 


SECONDLY. Becauſe a new Legiſlative Power 
hath ariſen among you, called, Tux ConFeRENCE, 
or body of Methodiſt preachers, who at their an- 
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nual meetings, make laws or rules for the govern. 
ment of the people, altogether unknown to them, 
and without their conſent ; to which, obedience 1s 
required under penalty of excluſion. Inſtance, in 
the caſe of general Subſcriptions and Modes of 
conducting Society Matters. This is ſuch a coer- 
cive power, as is inconſiſtent with my idea of civil 
and religious liberty, eſpecially the latter, where 
every thing ſhould be free, and 1s altogether un- 
known in Lands where the right of repreſentation 
is in the people, who delegate a power ſimilar to the 
above, to ſuch only as they think fit. 


Tump. Becauſe ſuch a power as the Confe- 
rence aftumes, is not claimed by any of the Pro- 
teſtant Churches, whoſe Miniſters are fitted by a 
mode of education; much better qualified than 
yours for ſuch an undertaking, who in a general 
way, emerge from the loweſt Mechanicks, and muſt 
neceſſarily have poor contracted ideas, altogether unfit 
ꝛ0 govern ; nay, many of them hardly know ſo much 
of ſelf- government as is ſuſſicient to keep them a few 
months in a ſociety of intelligent people, without 
being deſpiſed for their behaviour. Here proofs 
croud in upon me, but I ſpare you. Dominion is 
not founded in Grace, ſuppoſe the higheſt degree 
of it. — But to return, the Proteſtant Churches I 
mean, are thoſe of England and Scotland : in the 
former, the only general meetings for buſineſs, are 
the Biſhops annual Viſitations; and although they 
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are tramelled with the Laws of the Land, yet the 
Laiety are not excluded; the principal officers who 
compoſe it are laymen. Beſides, the Repreſepta- 
tives of the ſeveral pariſhes by their Church-wardens, 
&c. who on an average are a majority of the aſſem- 
bly, and in the latter there is no mecting for buſi— 


neſs from the grand general aſſembly of that Church, 
her Synods national or provincial down to the ſmal— 
leſt Preſbytery, in all which laymen make a very con- 
ſiderable part; in both, all proceedings and deciſions 
are by known rules laid down; that all are, or may 
be eaſily acquainted with; but yours, ſuch as they 
are, after undergoing alterations and additions every 
year, you make a point of carefully kezping from 


the knowledge of the very perſons they are deſigned 
to operate upon. 


FovrTHLyY. Becauſe all the Preachers, (but eſ- 
pecially thoſe called Aſſiſtants) take to themſclves 
the whole Rule, Order, and Government, in 'T'em- 
poral matters, as well as Spiritual, contrary to their 
Commiſſion ; as it is expreſſed in the plain account 


of the People called MeTnobisTs, ſo often referred 
to by Mr. Weſley, viz. | 


1. 'To expound Morning and Evening, 

2. To meet the Society, &c. once a Week, 
3. To viſit the Claſſes once a Ouarter, 

4. To hear and decide Differences, 

5. To put the Diſorderly on Trial. 


6. To. 


1 
6. To ſee the Stewards and Leaders diſcharge 
their Offices. 


7. To meet the Stewards and Leaders Weekly, 
to overlook the Steward's Accounts. 


From theſe Rules, is it poſlible to infer that the 
Aſſiſtant can turn the Societies upſide-down, or diſ- 
ſolve them, as they have vainly boaſted; that the 
people are Mr. Weſley's, and he or his Aſſiſtant 
does not ſtand in the {ame relation that other Paſtors 
or Teachers do to theirs. That the people are, upon 
all occaſions to pay an implicit obedience to their 
Commands. Let us view the Rules above given : 
The firſt, ſecond, third, fifth and fixth, are juit and 
orderly, ſyppoſing the perſon faithfully diſcharging 
the oſfices of a Preacher, to thoſe who put them- 
ſelves under their direction for that purpoſe ; but 1 
apprehend in a civilized Nation, where the peop!: 
pay for the protection of the Government, who 
have wiſely appointed Judges to decide Differences, 
by known Laws; nothing more can be implied by 
the fourth, than what is the duty of every honcit 
impartial pzrfon ; and that is, to preſerve the Public 
Peace, and promote Love, Unity and Harmony, 
as far as his influence extends; and with reſpect to 
the ſeventh, there can ſurely be ro more inferred 
from it, than that natural deſire every perſon has to 
ſee, that thoſe among whom he labours ſhould prot- 


per in Temporals as well as Spirituals; and indeed 
here I think every perſon who contributes to the ſup- 


port 


— 
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port of a Society, Civil or Religious, has a right to 
overlook the Public Accompts even more than any 
Preacher. But is it poſſible from any or all theſe 
Rules put together, to infer that any one or more 
Preachers ſhall aſſume to themſelves a power of read- 
ing out of Society, in the moſt public manner, with- 
out Trial, without mentioning any Charge againſt 
them, without even ſpeaking to them in private, with- 
out the leaſt intimation of ſuch a deſign ; nay, even 
while there was apparent friendſhip, and what is 
molt infernal of all, holding up their Characters and 
Names with infamy, in public print; and after all 
this, when the Charges for which this violation of all 
Laws, Human and Divine, was made the pretence, 
has been brought to a public and ſolemn hearing, 
they have all every one proved to be but hear-ſay 
ſtories and miſrepreſentations that were abſolutely 
falſe, fully, fairly, and amply proved ſo; but they 
were of ſuch a nature, that ſuppoling them true, they 
would hardly ſubject the perſons to a friendly admo- 
nition. All this, and much more has been done by 
you, with impunity, and therefore may be again, 
which leads to a fifth realon—Becauſe, there is no ſe- 
curity among you for what a man holds moſt dear in 
Civil Lite, his Character, and uſefulneſs in a Religi— 
ous Capacity. If a thirty years ſtanding in the So- 
ciety, with an unblemiſhed Reputation, is not a ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity from public Expulſion, I know not 
what is. If a great number of years pouſly employed 
in, meeting a few ſincere perſons for Prayer 
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and Chriſtian Converſation, attended with evident 
ſigns of uſefulneſs on the perſons Lives and Man- 
ners, as well as their public teſtimony to the truth 
of it, be not a ſufficient ſecurity from being publicly 
read out, as diſunited with thoſe who are knit toge- 
ther by the ſtrongeſt ties of Love and Gratitude, with- 
out giving any reaſon or even ſpeaking to them in pri- 
vate, eſpecially as the only reaſon given for ſuch a 
change of perſons, called Leaptxs, is gathered from 


the plain account of the people called Miruoptsrs, 
in the following manner : 


“ On a Complaint, that the Leaders were inſuffi- 

& cient for the Work, having neither Gifts nor 
Grace for ſuch an Employment ; the anſwer was, 
„ ſuch as they are, God hath bleſſed their Labours ; 
but if any of them were remarkably wanting in 
either Gifts or Grace, Mr. Weſley, and I will add 
* the Aſſiſtant as his Repreſentative, was to be told 
« of it firſt, and they ſhall be changed for better.“ 
Here you ſee the Complaint was to originate with 
the people, who in fact are good judges, as they are 
fellow Citizens and Neighbours, who have a perfect 
knowledge of their Leaders Lives and Converſations, 
which you abſolutely cannot. You are like Birds of 
paſſage, a few months at a time in one part of the 
Kingdom, and a few in another, and often years to- 
gether out of it, ſo that its morally impoſſible you can 
be proper judges ; and therefore the Rule wiſely ſays, 

4e the Complaint of the people,“ but, their Hi 

MicurixksskEs, the Conference, I ſuppoſe , hasgiven 


vou 


[44-1 

you a diſpenſation here, that notwithſtanding the 
earneſt Intreaties and Remonſtrances of the people, 
who experimentally knew the value of their Leaders, 
you, contrary to every apoſtolick direction, 
tore them aſunder, who had for a ſeries of 
years been mutually uſeful to each other; lived and 
loved as Brethren, —what would have given the high- 
eſt pleaſure to a good, to a generous mind, excited 
your Malice, your Envy, or made an impreſſion on 
your Fears, (which is a predominant paſhon in every 
bad mind), that in time this unity might prove hurt- 
ful to your politic deſigns ; therefore, the diabolical 
maxim divide and rule, ſeparate them, their affections 
(lamentable truth) in time will cool; let us preach 
up the dignity of our Office, tell them confidently, 
(which has often been the caſe) we are the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of JESUS CHRIST ; and if they mult have 
an object none is fitter than ſuch illuſtrious, I had al- 
molt ſaid Pretenders All this has 
been done with impunity, and may be done again, 
and therefore, &c. 


Perſons 


S1xTHLY. Becauſe there is no ſecurity againſt 
the Preachers, publickly overturning the reformed 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity z at the ſame time that 
they openly declare themſelves Members of the 
Church of England ; denying the merits of Chriſt to 
be fully ſufhcient to ſatisfy divine juſtice. That 
Faith is no more the gift of God than talking or walk- 
ing, Kc. &c. In a word, there is no ſecurity a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt your uſing the moſt blaſphemous expreſſions; 
if any dare preſume to ſpeak to you for giving 
offence to the people by theſe things, your remedy is 
at hand, read them out of Society; or ſhould you 
condeſcend to ſuffer them to continue, what redreſs 
is there in ſuch cafes ; the Conference is your der- 
nier reſource, ſuppoſe any ſo weakas to acknowledge 
ſuch a power, how muſt they proceed? They muſt 
attend this annual Meeting at London, Briſtol, or 
Leeds, to make good the Charges. Before whom ? 
The Body of Methodiſt Preachers, who perhaps 
are all involved in the ſame guilt ; at any rate are 
connected together to ſupport that authority, the ap- 
pelant petitions againſt. If the charge be for Doc- 
trines, it is eaſily ſeen the difficulty in this point; 
if the perſon has no mind to quit the connection, it 
is only uſing a little finneſs, and by wiredrawing, to 
give all his. words a quite different meaning from 
what the very ſound of them convey to common hear- 
ers, the judges ſuppoſing them unable to withſtand 
the irreſiſtible power of truth, will take ſuch a de- 
fence as a recantation, and without further ceremo- 
ny ſet aſide the charge; but ſetting all theſe things 
aſide, the matter is impracticable. Who would be 
at the pains to undertake a journey, perhaps from the 
remote parts of Ireland or Scotland, or even from 
the capitals of either, to any of the above-menti- 
oned places, how few could afford to ſpare the time 
from their buſineſs, and how fewer ſtill among Me- 
thodiſts that are capable, notwithſtanding the good- 

neſs 
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neſs of their cauſe to ſupport a charge before ſuch 
judges, who though they might be diffatisfied with 
the alarming manner in which their diſcipline, (as 
they call it) was conducted, yet be ſecretly pleaſed 
with the thing itſelf ; and with reſpe& to doctrines, 
where is the rule here, for want of a proper educati- 
on their notions of Theology are merely ſuperficial ; 
you are not agreed among yourſelves, it being no 
uncommon thing to hear you preach againſt one 
another, but the people, if they would have the fa- 
vour and good opinion of the reſident Preachers r 
the time-being, muſt think as he does. And 
therefore, &c. 


SEVENTHLY. Becauſe you publickly read out of 
office the principal Lay-officer, according to Metho- 
diſt economy, I mean the Steward of the Dublin 
Society, the perſon employed in the receipts and 
diſburſements of the public Money, without giving 
"him the leaſt intimation of your deſign, that he 
might be prepared to ſettle his accounts, and have, 
what he might reaſonably expe& for his upright ſer- 
vices, a public declaration of his fidelity ; but on 
the contrary, by your unmerited treatment the peo- 
ple were left at liberty to ſuppoſe a criminality in his 
official conduct, that in its conſequences might have 
been prejudicial to his character, was it not that a 


{ſpeedy enquiry obliged you to tell the true cauſe, 
and here I bluſh for you while I relate it. 


Mr. WesLey frequently informs Stewards of the 
removal of Preachers, and it is neceſſary, in order 
B that 
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that he may provide for the expence which is occaſi- 
oned thereby. One of your Brethren had ren- 
dered himſelf obnoxious to numbers by his con- 
duct, Mr. Weſley heard of it, and accordingly or- 
dered him away by letter to a Leader, and another 
ordered immediately to come in his room ; when the 
Steward was made acquainted with this, and ſeen 
the orders, he thought it his duty to inform the per- 
ſon of it, by acquainting him to prepare for his de- 
parture, as another was appointed by Mr. Weſley to 
ſucceed him ; but this was an unpardonable offence, 
for which you treated him as above-mentioned, nor 
could you do more had he been the public defaulter 
of unaccounted pounds. All this you have done re- 
ſpecting him, with impunity, and may do again. 
And therefore, &c. 


EiGHTHLY. Becauſe you have wantonly diſſolved a 
meeting of the molt reſpectable members of the So- 
ciety, who met conſtantly from Eight to Nine o'clock 
on Sabbath Evenings, for the ſingularly laudable 
purpoſe of paying a Britiſh Sixpence weekly, for the 
relief of ſick poor, (ſome hundreds of whom have, in 
the ſpace of ten years been happily preſerved from 
the deepeſt diſtreſs, that old age and poverty are lia- 
ble to) beſides being regularly viſited weekly by two 
of that meeting, who took it in rotation to perform 
this labour of love, this work, which their bleſſed 
Maſter ſo highly commends.—'This ! that but the bare 
mention of muſt give the higheſt pleaſure to every 


humane 
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humane breaſt, alarmed your fears, and became ſub- 
ject matter for conferential conſideration, though per- 
haps the only one of the kind in the whole connec- 


tion.“ The Sunday Evening Meeting is wrong,“ 
What, ſhall we give up our diſcipline for money? 
«© No,” — For the Lord's ſake, how came this meet- 
ing acroſs Methodiſt diſcipline ; it was held at an 
hour that all your public and private aſſemblies were 
over, the buſineſs of it was to enquire of the weckly 
viſiters the ſtate of the ſick and indigent, and to vote 
them a Supply, which has amounted yearly, on an 
average, to above 50 l. Was it not ſtrengthening the 
cauſe of Methodiſm, by-relieving their poor, and ad- 
ding additional luſtre to that religious Society; but 
alas for it! the Preacher was not Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King here, he was only allowed one vote, and 
to fit in the little aſſembly like another Subſcriber, 
which there is reaſon to believe he would not have 
done, only to be a {py on their conduct, — ſo amazing- 
ly jealous have you all been of your power and au- 
thority, which really has a bad appearance; but to 
be ſhort, this Meeting has been from its firſt inſtitu» 
tion, in the year 1768, according to your apprchen- 
ſions, a thorn in your ſide. A number of reſpectable 
perſons were thereby neceſſarily connected together, 
this was unfriendly to your political deſigns already 
mentioned; ſeveral attempts have been made upon. 
it, to deſtroy it altogether, or at leaſt divide the peo- 


ple without effect, until the preſent Ara, marked, 
B 2 ſtrongly 


* Sce Minutes of Cooference, 1776. 
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ſtrongly marked, with violence, and the higheſt 
acts of deſpotiſm ever known among a Society of free- 
born ſubjects, when every ſacred tye of honour, love, 
and humanity, have been wantonly broke For 
what ? To eſtabliſh an unlimited arbitrary power in 
Methodiſt Preachers, I had almoſt ſaid over the 
fouls, bodies, &c. of the people; would to God I 
had the leaſt foundation in reaſon to ſay any thing 
better; and becauſe I have not, ſhall cloſe my eighth 
reaſon for quitting the ConneQion. 


NixTHLY. Becauſe you have aſſumed the power of 
deſtroying a legal compact of the higheſt public utili- 


ty, for nearly the ſame reaſons as the former. About 
twelve years ago, a worthy man, now with God, 
gave 10901. for the purpoſe of building an Alms- 
houſe for poor Widows, provided a number of per- 
ſons belonging to the Society could be found, who 
would engage to carry the humane deſign into execu- 
tion; there were {oon ſeven men got, who readily 
undertook the dithcult and expenſive work, were in- 
defatigable in railing money by ſubſcription, and 
when that failed, went into perſonal bonds for the 
remainder, to complete an edifice tor the accommo- 
dation of twenty-four poor Widows ; thele were 
then to uſe the expreſſion, incorporated, by ſigning a 
deed of truſt, and thereby became managers for a 
Charity, their foſtring hands had brought to maturi- 
ty; they had frequent occaſions to meet together, 
to ſee the houſe kept in order, and when a vacancy 

hap- 


3 
happened, to ſill it with the moſt worthy object; but 
as there was rent and intereſt to pay, it was judged 
proper to have an annual Sermon and public Collec- 
tion for this purpoſe. By the uſual benevolence of 
the inhabitants of Dublin, and a general ſubſcripti- 
on, the debts in a few years was paid off ; Providence 
{miled upon them, and crowned their endeavours 
with ſucceſs ; but unfortunately for them, (though 
the original deed was drawn under the direction of a 
Preacher) no proviſion was made in it, that a Preach- 
er ſhould fit with them in their periodical meetings 
for conducting the charity ; and they generally, if 
notalways preſumed to meet without conſultingthem, 
who could really have but little to ſay in ſuch a matter, 
ſeeing they are but a few months in a place at one 
time, and few of them return again, at leaſt for 
years, it was thought the buſineſs could be very well 
done without them, but their jealous fears were again 
alarmed. Here was a company of reſpectable perſons 
neceſſarily connected together without you; here was 
a houſe worth ſome hundreds, although well ſecured 
by deed, properly regiſtered for the purpoſes for 
which it was built, yet this was not enough ; it was 
not conſolidated with the houſes in the Methodiſt 
connection, by its deeds being lodged in a ſtrong box 
in London, although it was ſecured to that intereſt, 
by a clauſe in the deed, which ſays, when a Truſ- 
tee leaves the Methodiſt Society, he forfeits his 
truſt ; one would imagine this ſecurity ſufficient to 
anſwer every end for that intereſt, no,—the Preach- 
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ers in that little meeting of ſeven men, had no vote; 
nay, could not fit as a check upon the converſation, 
this was unſupportable, like Mordecai to Haman, 
you could not be happy while any thing ſtood in the 
way of abſolute rule, in every the ſmalleſt Minu- 
tix ; but an unſurmountable difficulty ſtood in the 
way, all theſe men were Members of the So- 
ciety, and had not forfeited that right ; this no doubt 
preſerved them for ſome years. It was not until 
your deep penetration found the way to overcome this 
legal fence, but oh! tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not 


in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, that you read a majority 


of theſe Truſtees out of the Society, under pretence 
of a ſuppoſed miſdemeanor, to fave the above menti- 
oned clauſe in the deed ; immediately then made a 
new one, appointed other Truſtees in the room of 
thoſe you read out, and took care that for the future 
there ſhould be no meeting of the Truſtees for buſi- 
neſs, without you or your ſucceſſors for ever, at all 
ſuch meetings to fit Preſident, in a word to be Lord 
Paramont every where, and Generaliſſimo over all; 
though you endeavoured to deny this charge at a late 
trial, viz. removing the "Truſtees to make a new 
deed, yet it was obvious to every byſtander, —your 
own conſcience muſt accuſe you. Why did not you 
alk them in private, whether the poor trifling matters 


you brought*againſt them upon hearſay evidence was 


true, or make any other proper enquiry? you would 
then have received that ſatisfaction theſe honeſt men 


gave to a crowded audience, aſſembled for the pur- 


poſe, 


e 
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; poſe, deny it as you may, the matter is ſelf evident, 


the grand deſign being anſwered, - every one of them 
was invited to take Tickets and return into the Soci- 
ety. Thus have you trampled on every facred tye, 
thus have you treated men who for many years bore - 
the burthen and heat of the day, whoſe purſes have 
been always open to ſupport a Society, that without 
offence, they were excluded from with infamy, L 
uſe that word becauſe it is the higheſt ſtretch of pow- 
er you can exerciſe, and was originally intended to 
mark the vileſt characters who might unwarily get 
in among us; and what ſecurity the perſons have, 
you put in the places of thoſe thus removed, that will 
in a future day exempt them from ſimilar treatment, I 
cannot tell, but this I am ſure of, that theſe will ne- 
ver be higher in the eſteem of Preachers than thoſe 
formerly were, —when you are gone and they get new 
maſters, perhaps they will then know more; but for 


my part I cannot think myſelf ſafe in ſuch a oF — 
And therefore, &c. &c. 


TENTHLY, and laſtly. Becauſe the arangement 
of ſubordination among you is diametrically oppoſite 
to my notions of liberty, viz. firſt, the aſſiſtant is 
the Primum Mobile, or firſt wheel in the Methodiſt 
Machine, the common Preacher the ſecond, the 
Steward the third, the leaders the loweſt wheel but 
one, and the people the loweſt of all; and the great- 
eſt care and pains has been taken upon all occaſions 
to inculcate this doctrine, contrary to our received 


notions of government, and contrary to our bleſſed 
Maſter's expreſs direction. 


I look 


a OA. 
* ms * * 
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I Look upon the body of the people to be the very 
radix of all power, and conſequently the Primum 
Mobile of all government, and whatever authority 
governors or rulers have, it is from the people; but 
this is an argument ſo well known that I need not 
ſpend time in demonſtrating a ſelf evident truth. Our 
Lords words militates againſt you, Matt. 23, verſe 10. 
Neither be ye called Maſters, for one is your Maſter 
even Chriſt : but he that is greateſt among you ſhall 


be your ſervant. And when the ten Diſciples were 


moved againſt the two Brethren concerning a requeſt 
made to him, his anſwer was Ye know that the 
« Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over 
«* them, and they that are great, exerciſe authority 
upon them; but it ſhall not te ſo among you, but 
© qvboever will be great among you, let him be your 
Miniſter, and whoever will be chief among 
you, let im be your ſervant,” 


THERE is but one thing in your fayour, that the 
deſire of power and pre-eminence was diſcovered, 
eyen among our Lords immediate followers, but 
received a proper reproof from himſelf, and left upon 
record for our inſtruction and direction. I have 


now given you ſome of the reaſons that induced me 
to withdraw from further connection with the So- 


ciety, as ſuch, it is a matter of conſcience, it would 
be a reproach to my underſtanding as well as doing 
violence to my judgment, to continue after ſuch a 
yiew of things as I haye given in the foregoing pages, 

which 


* 1 
which are all perfectly conſiſtent with the truth, and 
what every perſon among you who will but for a 
moment diveſt himſelf of prejudice may clearly ſee, 
only it would have the appearance of vanity I might 
appeal to your own heart. The time was, when I 
have reaſon to believe you thought as I do, but there 


is no accounting for the changes that paſs upon us, 
upon the whole, I love you all as men, and wiſh 
moſt ſincerely your preſent and eternal ſalvation, I 
ſhall gladly take every opportunity of doing you all 
the good in my power, but you may ſay ; “ how come 
you then to publiſhthis letter ??? why, to ſave myſelf the 
trouble of giving a particular account to every en- 
quirer, as well as to give my Brethren the moſt ſolid 
and concluſive arguments for the propriety of my 
conduct; I aſſure you they are the effect of calm 
deliberation, void of ill will or any baſe low or un- 
worthy paſſion. Nor have I the leaſt deſign (was 
any production of mine capable of producing ſuch an 
effect) to warp the judgment of any that continue in 
connection with you, No? my ideas of chriſtian li- 
berty forbid ſuch mean craft, let every man be fully 
perſuaded in his own mind, and take the Apoſtles 
advice “ prove all things, and hold 2 that which 
« 75 good. Perhaps you may be diſpleaſed with 
the title and manner, but I thought it ſofter than to 


put it in the form, and give it, the favourite title, 


a check, 


to deſpotiſm, had I leiſure to proſe- 


cute 
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cute the ſubject, I might eaſily give you a ſecond 
and third check; but this ſhall ſerve, as 
I have not the remoteſt intention to make Proſelites, 
and wiſh to live peaceably with all men, and culti- 
vate thoſe diſpoſitions, which, by the grace, and 
through the all powerful and prevailing merits and 
interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord our RiGuTE- 
OUSNESS qualify for a ſeat at his right hand. Where 
unfriendly animoſity, luſt for power, pride and con- 
tention, ſhall never enter. And O! what pity it is, 
that theſe ſhould make ſuch havock among thoſe 
who in an eminent manner profeſs to be the ſelf- de- 
ny'd devoted followers of a meek and lowly Jeſus, 
fellow travellers to the ſame heavenly country, expec- 
tants of the ſame eternal reſidence. And now, my 
dear friends, ſeeing this is fo, what work yet re- 
mains to be done in us, before we are fit to be tranſ- 
planted among the perfected ſpirits of the juſt. 


Tur time is ſhort, here and there a grey hair be- 
ſpeak an approaching diſolution. O, that he who 
has the hearts of all in his hand may ſo mould and 
faſhion them, that while we are in this ſtate of pro- 
bation and trial, we may never more fall out, ſince it 
is, humanly ſpeaking, impoſſible for us to fall in 
by the way. May we be more and more engaged 
to go uniformly on ia the high way of Holixkss, 
until we meet in that happy place where love, the 


pure 


